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Dear Friends,

Understanding the Season of Advent:
A Time of Expectation and Hope
As the days grow shorter and the festive lights begin to appear, the Church calendar invites us into a very special season: Advent.
Derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming," Advent is not simply the countdown to Christmas. It is a four-week period of spiritual preparation and profound anticipation that marks the beginning of the new Christian year.

What are we waiting for?
Advent focuses on three distinct "comings" of Christ:
1. Celebrating Christ's First Coming: We remember and prepare to celebrate the historical arrival of Jesus Christ as a baby in Bethlehem on Christmas Day.
2. Anticipating Christ's Coming in Our Lives: We prepare our hearts to receive Christ today, recognising his presence through the Holy Spirit and in our neighbour.
3. Looking Towards Christ's Second Coming in Glory: This is the most distinctive theme of Advent. We look forward to Christ's promised return at the end of time, a theme reflected in many of our Advent readings and hymns. This anticipation gives the season its distinctive tone of watchful hope and expectation.

Key Symbols of Advent
· The Advent Wreath: This traditional symbol holds five. A new candle is lit each of the four Sundays of Advent, symbolising the increasing light of Christ entering the world. The central candle is lit at Midnight Mass to mark the coming of Christ.
· The Colour Purple: Like Lent, purple is the traditional liturgical colour of Advent, signifying a time of penitence, reflection, and royal waiting. 
· Bible Readings: The Gospel readings often focus on themes of watchfulness, the prophets (especially Isaiah), and the figures of John the Baptist and the Virgin Mary, who are models of faithful anticipation.


 ……/continued



How can we observe Advent?
Advent offers us a vital opportunity to slow down and deepen our faith before the busy celebrations of Christmas arrive.
· Make time for Reflection: Consider setting aside a few moments each day for prayer or quiet reading.
· Participate in Worship: Attend the Advent services at church, paying close attention to the special prayers and readings that mark this unique time.
· Choose Hope: In a season marked by secular hurry, focus on the spiritual meaning of Advent: the profound Christian hope that Christ has come, Christ is present, and Christ will come again.
May this season of Advent be a blessed time of renewal and expectant joy for you as we wait for the light of Christ.
With best regards 
Rev’d Ainsley

Upcoming Services

· November 29 at 3pm: Christingle service 
· November 30 at 6pm: Advent Service of Light – Traditional Advent hymns and anthems
· December 14 at 3pm: Community Carols (A festive mix of carols and Christmas songs)
· December 21 at 4pm: Main Carol service (traditional Christmas carol service)
· Christmas Eve (December 24) at 3pm: Crib service (specially for young children)
· Christmas Eve (December 24) at 11:30pm: Midnight Mass (traditional service for Christmas)
· Christmas Day (December 25) at 8am: Early Holy Communion (Traditional language)
· Christmas Day (December 25) at 10am: Family-friendly Christmas Communion
· January 1 at 12.00 Noon: Prayers for the year

[bookmark: _67wsofwq2bv0]
COMMUNITY CAROL CONCERT

Music at Bray’s Community Carol Concert has become an established part of the Christmas timetable at St Michael’s, and this year will take place on Sunday 14th December at 3.00pm. This year’s chosen charity is Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Service, recognizing the wonderful work it does for young people and their families.  The concert will follow its traditional format, with pieces from St Michael’s church choir, a carol or two, a reading, and a word from a representative of the charity. Then to close, the Community Choir, once again assembled from folk for whom to enjoy singing is the only requirement, will be led by Lindsay Bramley through some popular Christmas songs, concluding with, what else …… White Christmas.  It's not too late to join the Community Choir, just email jimtucker@talktalk.net . Otherwise, do come along on the day and support our fund-raising for an amazing charity.  Jim Tucker
GRACE’S STORY
Light up little lives this Christmas
As already reported, St Michael’s has chosen to support the Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Service for their annual Community Carol Concert.   
This year the charity’s Christmas Appeal is about Grace. At birth, in October 2021, Grace was diagnosed with a rare genetic condition -  Treacher-Collins Syndrome and, at just four days old, was fitted with a tracheostomy to open her windpipe and to help her breathe. Grace spent the first eight weeks of her life in hospital; the family desperately wanting her home. Imagine the joy and happiness when they were told they could take her home for Christmas?
Grace is non-verbal and unable to eat solid foods. For over a year the family cared for Grace on their own until a local community nurse referred them to the Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Service. Since then, Grace and her family have received care at their home, day care at the hospice, physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, overnight respite care and sibling support for Grace’s siblings, Kaitlyn and Zach. 
Now four years old, Grace still requires 24/7 care to support her breathing and eating but, none the less, has grown into a cheeky and confident personality running around and enjoying her visits to the hospice.  Grace’s Mum comments: “It’s not just that Alexander Devine looks after Grace and her needs. It’s the respite care at the weekend, the days out with other families, and the incredible support provided to her siblings.” 
Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Service, this wonderful facility based in Woodlands Park, Maidenhead and engaged with over 200 families within the local community and across Berkshire and neighbouring counties costs £3.4m a year to run of which 86% comes from voluntary donation. It needs your help.
Please support St Michael’s and the Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice Service on 14th December and help to ‘to light up little lives this Christmas’.
 Graham Chamberlain


[bookmark: _gwgfe0dfygfr]
Christmas Craft Fayre

On Saturday 15th November St Michael’s Craft Fayre was held with many new crafters and familiar faces joining in. We had a good number of people attending and they all enjoyed themselves. Thank you to all who came and contributed. We raised £643 towards the lighting appeal. 

A Christmas Card making session took place on Thursday 20th November with coffee, mincepies, chat and card making in that order. It was a fun morning for all involved. We were given a large collection of wonderful card making items and raised £85 for the lighting appeal. 

Katrin Brunning


Butterfly and Plant Survey
Jenny and Roger Jones conducted a butterfly and plant survey of Bray Churchyard recently and  sent the results to the Upper Thames branch of Butterfly Conservation  They received a response with the following comment:  “The survey from Bray is very impressive, and the largest number of species seen on any survey so far this year.”  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jenny and Roger recorded 12 species of butterfly in the churchyard over the season and found evidence of Peacock butterflies breeding there. From the number of butterflies seen they believe it is probable that Holly blue and Speckled wood are also breeding in the churchyard. They live in Bray and note that the number of butterflies seen is also a reflection of how many times they have walked through the churchyard and made ad-hoc recordings rather than just the surveys that they carried out at 5 other churches.  They also note that the numbers of many species of butterfly are declining so well managed churchyards can be an important habitat for many species.
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The Vicar: Rev. Canon Ainsley Swift	633113
Curate: Rev’d Andy Medlicott	andymed256@gmail.com
For general enquiries (Christenings, Weddings etc) in the first instance please contact our Parish Administrator, Richard Severn: 01628 633113 stmichaelsbray@gmail.com

	The Churchwardens:
	

	Helen Pearson
	07979 756409

	Lynn Olney
	07966906092

	Deputy Churchwardens:
	

	Jim Tucker
	673685

	Lee Brunning
	07770 836011

	Mary Wiles
	635000

	Sacristan & Lay Funeral Minister:
	

	Lynda Jones
	635178

	Verger: Jim Tucker
	673685



Parochial Church Council:
Hon Secretary:
Katrin Brunning:	katrin.brunning@btinternet.com
Hon Treasurer:
Richard Severn	richarddb7@outlook.com

	Gift Aid Officer :
	

	Vicki Henley
	

	vicki@henleyclan.co.uk
Electoral Roll Officer:
	

	Penny Murray
	

	Director of Music:
	

	Oliver Gooch
	

	Assistant Director of Music:
	

	Lindsay Bramley
	

	Parish Safeguarding Officer/Sunday School:
	

	Natasha Teeder
	674469

	Bellringers:
	

	Tower Captain:
	

	Maggie Ross
maggieross@live.co.uk
	

	Friends of St. Michael’s
	

	Lynda Jones
	635178

	Church Flowers: Maggie Jans
	07774484308

	Holyport School Headteacher:
	

	Mrs Amanda Featherstone
	627743

	https://www.holyportprimaryschool.co.uk
	

	Braywood School Headteacher:
	

	Mrs Annie Cole 
	623660

	https://braywood-ce.eschools.co.uk
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